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Let Peace Begin With Me..!
 I still remember a drive through 

Kentucky when suddenly my eye 
was caught by miles and miles 
of stonewalls alongside the road, 
"Built by slaves!" said my brother 
and I stared at the walls.

"Stop the car!" I whispered and 
as I looked at those fl at stones 
placed roughly one on top of 
the other and faintly heard over 
the ages; sounds of singing: 
Agonized, harrowing, painful, it 
pierced through my soul tearing 
me apart with the sadness the 
words and tunes carried!

I could picture the poor blacks 
carrying stone after stone, 
placing them one above the 
other, stumbling, falling, getting 
up again as the whip of the white 
overseer cracked on their backs. 
And through it all they sang; 
songs of hope, of an escape 
through death!

Yesterday I heard those songs 
again and the same tears that 
fi lled my eyes in Kentucky spilled 
down my cheeks. She, Eleanor 

Valkenburg, sang powerfully well 
and there wasn't a soul in the 
hall who didn't feel the agony 
the negro spirituals evoked. 
"Sometimes," she sang, "I feel 
like a motherless child!"

I thought of a poor child 
carrying those heavy stones 
more than a hundred years 
ago, looking up and crying, 
wondering what she had done to 
have become a beast of burden, 
when she could see white 
children playing carefree, she 
had to labor in the sun, drenched 
with sweat and shielded only by 
the way she placed the stone on 
her aching shoulder.  

And when she lurched under 
the weight, the overseer's whip 
set her straight!

As the car started again that 
day in Kentucky I thanked God 
slavery was now dead at least 
in America, but tyranny reigns! 
Tyranny: Where cruel, brutal 
kings and dictators army and 
police force countrymen and 

subjects into acts that make 
them less than animals. Where 
a man slogs the whole day still 
doesn't have enough to feed 
family and himself!

Tyranny: Where words spoken 
to wrong ears means death, 
where justice depends on 
money in the wallet or whose 
son or daughter  you are.

Still, in different parts of the 
world such tyranny reigns 
and whips of a different kind 
are cracked as walls of other 
material more severe and harsh 
than stone, are built.

Such needs to be broken 
down. The world needs men 
like Abe Lincoln and Gandhi to 
stand and fi ght! The world needs 
you! So that a different song 
comes from our children; a song 
of peace and joy: Let there be 
peace on earth, and let it begin 
with me..!  

bobsbanter@gmail.com

Chennai, Aug. 8:
Delhi boys and girls 

won the first place in the 
28th Sub-junior National 
Throwball championship 
held at Acharya College 
of Arts and Science 
Villiyanur, Puducherry.
TN boys and girls 

bagged the second 
position.
In the prize distribution 

function, Jayakumar, 
Minister for Agriculture, 
Government of 
Puducherry was the chief 
guest and gave away the 
prizes in the presence 
of Kamal Gowsamy, 
Chairman, Naresh Maan, 
Secretary General and 
T Bala Vinayakam, 
Treasurer, TFI.
Chitti Babu, General 

Secretary, Puducherry 

28th Sub-junior National Throwball

Delhi emerges champion
TN bags 2nd place

Throwball Association 
gave the vote of 
thanks.

The Results: Final: 
Boys: Delhi beat 

Tamilnadu 2-0
3rd place: Karnataka
Girls: Final: Delhi 

beat Tamilnadu 2-1 
3rd place: Kerala.

Kanya Nithra in 
Girls section from 
Tamilnadu was declared 
as the best player of the 
Championship.

Chennai, Aug. 8:
The 38th Annual Sports 

Day of Kumara Rani’s 
Chettinad Vidyalaya 
was held with great 
enthusiasm. 
M. Radhakrishnan, 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police, Armed Reserve - 
II participated as chief 

guest and gave away the 
prizes. 
Under the blessings 

of the Correspondent 
& Secretary Dr.Meena 
Muthiah, Kumara Rani’s 
Chettinad Vidyalaya 
the 38th Sports Day 
was conducted and 
the Principal Dr. 

S.Amudhalakshmi graced 
the occasion. 
The Headmistress 

Rajalakshmi P welcomed 
the gathering. The 
vote of thanks was 
rendered by the 
Assistant Headmistress, 
Gayathri. 
The Sports Meet was 

initiated with the prayer 
and it started with a 
spectacular and a well 
synchronized March Past 
by the four houses – 
Emerald, Pearl, Ruby 
and Sapphire of the 
UKG and MIII. 
The Rolling shield 

went to Pearl House.

Rajalakshmi P (HM),  S.AmudhaLakshmi (Principal), chief guest M. Radhakrishnan, Deputy Commissioner 
of Police, Armed Reserve - II, Tharani Ganesan (Vice Principal), Gayathri  (Asst. HM)  at prize distribution 
funcion.

Kumara Rani’s Chettinad 
Vidyalaya 38th Annual Sports Meet 

Chennai, Aug 8:  
The Ind i an men’ s 

hockey team defeated 
defending Champions 
Korea 3-2 in a thrilling 
encounter in the ongoing 
Asian Champions Trophy 
Chennai 2023 here at 
the Mayor Radhakrishnan 
Hockey S tad ium in 
Egmore on Monday night. 
 Nilakanta Sharma (6’), 

Harmanpreet Singh (23’) 
and Mandeep Singh (33’) 
scored in India’s win 
while Kim Sunghhyun 
(12’) and Jihun Yang 
scored for Korea. The 
victory put India on the 
top of the pool table. 
 It was an entertaining 

start to the match, with 
both teams playing to 
their potential. After 
a brief tussle for ball 
possession in the early 
minutes of the quarter, 
India found their rhythm 
in the 6th minute when 
Nilakanta Sharma opened 
the scoring for the hosts. 
Forward Sukhjeet did 
well to beat two Korean 
defenders at the baseline 
before assisting Nilakanta. 
 Korea ,  howeve r, 

responded quickly with 
an equal izer in the 
12th minute via Kim 
Sunghhyun .  I t  wa s 
experienced Manjae Jung 
who found Kim at the 
edge of the circle, setting 

up a fine field goal. 
 After a roaring start, 

India extended their lead 
swiftly , forcing a Korean 
defender to commit an 
infringement in the circle, 
resulting in a PC in the 
23rd minute. After a re-
take, Harmanpreet fired 
low to the right of the 
Korean goalie. 
 The 2-1 lead gave 

India the right pace 
and aggression to up 
the pressure on Korean 
defence. Though no more 
goals came through in 
the second quarter, India 
further extended their lead 
after the ten-minute half-
time break. 
 This time, it was 

Mandeep Singh who took 
his individual tally to 101 

international goals when 
he gave India a 3-1 lead. 
It was Shamsher, scooping 
it between two defenders 
to Mandeep in the circle. 
The experienced striker 
came up with an attractive 
tomahawk into the net. 
 The 33rd minute 

goal gave India enough 
ammunition to attack 
the Korean defence 
line. Akashdeep Singh, 
Manpreet and Mandeep 
worked in tandem to take 
turns to create scoring 
opportunities, but they 
could not quite connect. 
 The fourth quarter 

began with India winning 
a PC, but Harmanpreet’s 
dragflick hit the foot 
of Jang on the post. 
A penalty stroke was 

awarded to India, but 
it was saved by Kim 
Jaehyeon. The following 
minutes of the quarter 
witnessed the brilliance 
of Jaehyeon, who made 
save after save, stopping 
India from taking their 
scoreline to 4-1. 
 Meanwhile, the Korean 

forward line pushed for 
goals via PCs. They won 
a couple in the dying 
minutes of the match, 
But could not convert 
any. They eventually 
converted in the 58th 
minute through a PC 
scored by Jihun Yang.  
India, however, held on 
to their lead to register 
a well-earned victory and 
pocketed three points to 
top the table.  

India prevail 3-2 over 
defending champs Korea
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